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The OECD launched the initiative “The need for a territorial approach to migrant integration: the 

role of local authorities” in partnership with the European Commission, to support local authorities’ 

efforts in receiving and integrating migrants and vulnerable migrant groups.  

“The local dimension is the core of both, the challenges and the solutions to address integration 

bottlenecks” (Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees,2016).  

This project will illustrate how local authorities identify, implement and assess sustainable local 

solutions for migrants’ integration through effective multilevel governance. In close dialogue with 

their citizens, civil society organisations and business, local authorities are the best placed to 

develop a favourable environment for integration, as they contribute to creating equal rights and 

opportunities in all areas of life: education, labour, housing, health, culture, etc. This study will 

identify good practices and lessons learned with regard mainstreaming integration into local 

development policies as well as co-ordination mechanisms with national or regional authorities.   

This initiative addresses local, national and supra-national decision-makers, since it will identify the 

best incentives for the implementation of sustainable integration practices at the local level.  A 

report, produced by end 2017, will distil evidence on migration integration at the territorial level 

through a two-pillar approach: 

Pillar I: qualitative analysis of the governance mechanisms mobilized when integrating migration 

into local policy making, drawing best practices and lessons learned from nine European cities. 

Pillar II: statistical analysis of migrant outcomes indicators and characteristics in regions and cities 

for a selection of OECD countries.  

 

 In 2016 a further 347,000 refugees and economic migrants arrived in Europe in addition to the 
over 1 million that had arrived in 2015, pressing on Europe’s external boundaries, particularly in 
Greece and Italy. According to the EASO, asylum applications increased by 90% over the course 
of the year 2015 in the EU28.  

 Cities in OECD countries are usually the preferred destination of migrants. For instance, in 2013 
36% of the population of London was born abroad, compared to 5% of the population in the 
North-East of England (UK Office for National Statistics); and in 2016 50% of the population of 
the city of Vienna had a migrant background (City of Vienna Statistics). 

 On average subnational governments are in charge of 40% of public spending and 60% of public 
investment in OECD countries. They are key contributors to education, healthcare, housing and 
local employment policies, economic development and social protection.  

 Through constructive dialogue with their citizens and entrepreneurs operating in their areas, 
local authorities can promote comprehensive policy approaches to the integration of migrants, 
across all policy domains.  

Migration is a local reality 
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A unique and optimal solution to address this complex issue does not exist. The EC-OECD project, 
implemented from June 2016 to December 2017, will provide best practices to support the 
successful integration of migrants looking at the following dimensions:  

 Nine city case studies - Amsterdam, Athens, Barcelona, Berlin, Glasgow, Gothenburg, Paris, 
Rome, and Vienna- : assessing challenges and policy solutions to migrant integration, providing 
evidence on strategies, governance mechanisms and responses at the local level. Each case 
study will also focus on the specific situation of vulnerable migrant groups.  

 Internationally comparable indicators of migrant outcomes and characteristics in regions and 
cities, for a selection of OECD countries. Exploring the linkages between migration and regional 
wellbeing indicators. 

 Diagnosis of city actions to integrate migrants will include the following dimensions: Multi-level 
governance mechanisms to design and implement appropriate short term and long term 
integration strategies; Comprehensive approaches to overcome administrative and policy silos; 
Public finances and investment for migrant integration; Capacity building for local governments 
and their partners; Dialogue with the citizens and anchorage with local development priorities. 

 A platform for partner cities to engage in a community of practice and share their experience 
with national and international actors, Civil Society Organisations, including other international 
and national city networks. 

 Additional Rural case studies to identify how migrant integration can contribute to regional 
development, while addressing demographic and labour force challenges in rural areas. 

 Events organised by the OECD, the EU and their partners to contribute to a shared 
understanding of challenges and solutions for migrant integration. 

The final report including the main results of the work will be launched in November/ December 
2017. 

 

 

 

 Other cities interested in this subject are invited to participate in a questionnaire that will be 
distributed through the Council of European Municipalities and Regions- European branch of 
United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG)- that is committed to collect further information 
on migrant integration in cities and regions.  

 This information will be disseminated across international networks of urban and regional 
policy makers, providing the opportunity to share best practices across practitioners in need for 
effective solutions.  

What does the EU-OECD project offer and how? 

European cities are invited to share information and experiences regarding 
migrant integration 
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